Kupenda For The Children

2005 Annual Report

"Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth."

~1 John 3:18
Kupenda (Swahili for "to love") for the children" is a 501 (c)(3)tax-exempt Christian charity that meets the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of handicapped children in the developing world.
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Message from the Founder

Kupenda has officially existed for just almost 2 year’s though it has been in existence for the past 5 years in total.  I would have never imagined as I walked in the forests of coastal Kenya that anything like Kupenda would be in existence as it is now.  The growth is amazing.  This year has been pivotal in our attempt to assist the disabled children of Kenya’s Malindi District.  We’ve hired a full time director which is the most major step in our growth.   I still work full time as a wildlife biologist and am eternally grateful to all those who donate their time and finances to this Kupenda.  I certainly could not do any of this without them.
Why Kupenda Exists

The percentage of Kenyans with disabilities is roughly estimated to be 10% although there has been no systematic survey.  Many of the disabilities Kupenda’s children have are the result of malnutrition and disease.  For example cerebral palsy is often caused by malaria and hearing impairment is caused by simply childhood ear infections.  In most African countries disabled people are still considered to be “cursed” similar to the view held by people in Jesus’ time as indicated in John 9.  Because of this perception some parents may keep their children hidden, abandon them, divorce because they believe their spouse caused the disability or even kill the child at birth.  They don’t see that their child can be anything else but a beggar.  Therefore, in Kenya only 10% of those with disabilities actually attend school. 

This charity meets disabled children’s needs through one-on-one sponsorship, payment of school and boarding fees for special education, construction of special needs facilities, funding corrective surgery, provision of school supplies and medical equipment (wheelchairs, artificial limbs etc.), instruction for special needs teachers, strengthening of local churches to better assist special needs children, staffing qualified help (therapists, teachers, etc.) for the children in need.  Their disabilities include cerebral palsy, deafness, deformed or missing limbs, spinal bifida, effects of polio, visual impairment, down syndrome, autism, epilepsy, and so on. Currently the focus of Kupenda is in the Malindi district on the coast of Kenya.   

Through the support of Kupenda, Kenyan disabled children are learning and adapting to society. People are witnessing their children actually learning and developing.  As this happens, they realize that their handicapped children might be used “so that the work of God might be displayed in his/her life” (John 9:3).

Programs & Projects
Child sponsorship

· 29 children sponsored to attend boarding school which includes special assistance for their needs, three meals a day and a bed to sleep in. 

Educational Improvements

· Cerebral palsy classroom teacher aide hired

· Hearing Impaired classroom teacher aide hired (is deaf herself)

· Two classrooms for the hearing impaired completed
· Books and supplies donated
· Boarding facility completed with Kupenda 2004 funds and African Medical & Research Foundation
Medical Assistance

· Full time Physical therapist hired

· Epilepsy medicine purchased
· Shunt put in Rashid Athman’s head to decrease the fluid on his brain from his hydrocephalus
Kenya direct Program support

· Full time Kenya Director hired (November)

· Kupenda Kenya office identified and remodeling began

Fundraising Events
Ashes Remain benefit concert 
Grace Fellowship Church speaking
Financial Statements
Revenue $54,490
· Individual Contributors $40,840
· Corporate Giving $5,450
· Brand L. Corporation $4,000

· Omega Healthcare Investors Corporation $1,000

· Booze Allen Hamilton $250

· National Coating Corporation $200

· Events $6200
· Foundation $2000
· Keating Family Foundation $2,000

Expenses

Total expenses for the year: $26,179.06

· One on one child sponsorship: $3,500
· Classroom construction: $1750 
· Medical Assistance:  $1,000
· Kenyan Staff and office expenses (1 director, 1 physical therapist, 2 teacher aids):  $10,635
· US site support visits to Kenya:  $7,674
· Administrative:  $584.95
· Fundraising:  $1,035.11
· Remaining for 2006 Budget $28,310.94

2006 Budget & Goals

	2006 Budget Projection

	Child Assistance
	$2,753.00

	Classroom Improvements
	$3,226.00

	Facility Construction
	$22,073.00

	Kenya running costs
	$1,998.00

	Kenya Salaries
	$16,500.00

	Child Sponsorship
	$5,826.00

	Administrative support
	$1,000.00

	Mission trip
	$60,000.00

	Fundraising
	$1,000.00

	US site visits
	$5,000.00

	Total
	$119,376.00


Kupenda Staff & Volunteers
US Board of Directors
Founder/President

Cynthia Bauer
Vice President

Andrew Bauer

Managing Director

Erin Donnelon

Other board members

Rebecca Cross

Robert Kern

Randall Wilbur

Kupenda Kenya Committee officers (MADISERO)

Chairman

Rev. Robert Mangi

Treasurer

Gabriel Mwanengo

Secretary

Zuhura Masemo

Kenya Staff

Kenya Director/Coordinator

Leonard Mbonani

Occupational Therapist

Koffa Edwin Asio
Gede Cerebral Palsy Unit Teacher Aide

Winnie Katana Gona

Shomella Hearing Impaired Unit Teacher Aide

Elena Bendera Kaingu
Volunteers
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